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On Monday, Dec. 9, the Florida Department of 

Health in Madison and Hamilton Counties released a 
joint health advisory, informing North Florida residents 
that a wastewater spill from Valdosta has possibly 
contaminated the Withlacoochee River. 

The Florida Department of Health's advisory was 
released after the City of Valdosta reported a large spill 
of untreated sewage, which impacted water quality 
flowing from Sugar Creek into the Withlacoochee River. 
The number of gallons spilled remains unknown at this 
time. 

The Florida Department of Health urges residents to 
take precautions when in contact with the waterways 
impacted by this spill. They go on to say that water 
contaminated with wastewater overflow presents several 
health risks to humans. Untreated human sewage with 
microbes can cause 

Take caution
Valdosta 

spills again
Lazaro Aleman  
editor@greenepublishing.com 

 
The 2019 Atlantic hurricane season 

officially ended on Saturday, Nov. 30, 
with tropical storm Sebastian – which 
petered out in the northern Atlantic last 
week – hopefully the last storm of the 
year. 

That’s not to say, however, that other 
storms may not develop, notwithstanding 
the officially proclaimed end of the 
season. The record shows that off-season 
storms not infrequently persist well into 
December. Indeed, to date, 84 off-season 
storms have been recorded since 1851, 
when records began being kept on these 
events. 

For Florida, according to the 
meteorologists, the majority of storms 
and hurricanes typically occur later 
rather than earlier in the season, with 
September normally the peak month. 

The National Weather Service 
defines a hurricane as a tropical cyclone 
with maximum sustained winds of 74 

mph or higher. Below 74 mph, it's called 
a tropical storm, and under 39 mph, it's a 
tropical depression – the weakest of 
tropical cyclones. 

As of last week, the 2019 had 
registered 18 named storms, six of which 
were hurricanes and three of which six 
were Category 3 or higher major 
hurricanes. 

Prior to the start of the season, which 
officially began June 1, the NOAA's 
Climate Prediction Center had forecasted 
that the 2019 Atlantic hurricane season 
would likely have nine to 15 named 
storms over the six-month period. Of the 
nine to 15 named storms, four to eight 
were predicted to become hurricanes and 
two to four of these to turn into major 
storms. 

The list of the named storms so far in 
the 2019 season: Andrea, Barry, Chantal, 
Dorian, Erin, Fernand, Gabrielle, 
Humberto, Imelda, Jerry, Karen, 
Lorenzo, Melissa, Nestor, Olga, Pablo, 
Rebekah and Sebastien. 

Hurricane season is  
officially over 

See “Caution” on page 3 See “Over” on page 3
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The Madison 

County High School 
(MCHS) Cowboys 
again made school 
history on 
Saturday, 
Dec. 7, 

when they traveled to 
Tallahassee and defeated 
the Blountstown High 
School Tigers, 70-35, 
to win their third state 
football championship 
in a row. Be sure to get 
your copy of a special 
commemorative 
section in The 
Madison 

Enterprise-Recorder on 
Friday, Dec. 13.

Cowboys win third straight football championship
3Peat Complete!Peat Complete!

[Gina Rutherford/Greene Publishing, Inc.]



I had the pleasure of attending the State 

Championship game this past 

weekend. Of course, I attend the 

games with the intention of 

covering them for the 

newspaper, thus it is work, but 

that's one of the reasons this is 

such a fun job! 

The Madison County 

Cowboy football team did an 

outstanding job on the field, as 

usual, and brought home the 

title of Class 1A State 

Champions. The most special part … it's a 3-Peat. 

Three years in a row these boys and coaches have 

brought the championship title home to Madison 

County! 

The biggest joy is to watch the happiness and 

pure joy on all the boys' faces after they win. For 

three years I have watched these boys push hard and 

fight hard for their dream and then watch as they 

relish in the glow of it all.  

But what is so heartwarming is the love that 

flows from Coach Coe, and all the coaches, to these 

boys … and the love that flows from these boys back 

to the coaches. The love, adoration and respect is real 

… on the field and off the field; and there's no doubt 

that this is one of the reasons the Madison County 

Cowboys are the great success that they are.  

Madison County should be proud to have Mike 

Coe as our head football coach! The parents of the 

Cowboy players should be proud that Coach Coe is 

the man mentoring their children every day. Madison 

County should be proud to call the Cowboys our 

football team! 

Congratulations to these outstanding young men 

on a job well done – for the last three years! 

Congratulations to Coach Coe and his football 

staff of exceptional coaches! 

We, Greene Publishing, Inc., will have a special 

tribute in this Friday's Madison Enterprise-Recorder 

in honor of the Cowboys' outstanding year. Our hopes 

and desires are to give the citizens of this county a 

full inside view of the 2019 state championship game. 

Be sure to pick up a copy of this Friday's paper 

and see what an impressive job our Madison County 

High School football players did and what an honor it 

is to call them "our" Cowboys.

EMERALD G. 

PARSONS 

Publisher

Emerald’s Gem Box: Congratulations Cowboys - 3-Peat Champions

Last week, I wrote about the subject of debt and 

ignored student debt, the crushing loans that college 

students incur while pursuing higher education and 

must pay back following 

graduation. These loans come 

from the federal government and 

are encouraged by college 

administrators. There are so 

many things wrong with this 

system that it invites my 

comment. 

Universities and colleges 

have no incentive to reduce the 

cost of higher education for their 

students. They push these student 

loans and, frankly, they are inflationary. The idea of 

borrowing today and pay back later pushes student 

costs ever higher. I asked a senior college administrator 

several years ago if he was ever under pressure during 

his tenure to lower costs, and his response was "never." 

Over the past three decades, the cost of higher 

education has doubled the rate of inflation. Why is 

that? 

Seventy (70) percent of the students graduating 

from college do so with an average of $30 thousand in 

student debt. Some are significantly higher, especially 

if they pursue an advanced degree. So, entering the 

workforce, they have this millstone of debt hanging 

around their necks. It stunts their professional 

development. That might be okay if their degree is 

directly translatable into a high paying job, but too 

often, that is not the case. As my cousin recently asked 

in rhetorical fashion, "Tell me how you're going to use 

your anthropology degree to pay back that $50 

thousand loan?" Good question. 

There are degrees from colleges and universities 

that have high value to employers, and many that do 

not. For example, I always try to encourage young 

people who are pursuing an education in a health-

related field. As a senior citizen from the huge baby-

boomer generation with more health problems, it only 

makes sense that we need more young people in the 

medical field. They are instantly hirable upon 

graduation, but many of their contemporaries have 

chosen fields that don't translate to the workforce. 

As an aside, that is one of the things I find missing 

as politicians debate the healthcare issue: what about 

the professionals we need to deliver these healthcare 

services? No one is addressing this.   

I faced that decision crossroads 52 years ago. I was 

really interested in history but questioned my ability to 

use that field of study for meaningful employment. 

Instead, I close a business-related program – 

economics. Young people today face similar decisions. 

Several of the Democrats running for the 

presidency in 2020 have appealed to millennials with a 

platform that entitles young people to a college degree 

at no personal cost. Some have suggested that all 

student loans will be forgiven. I support neither of 

those proposals. "Free education" would be even more 

inflationary, driving costs beyond limits. Further, how 

would they "even the playing field" for those who 

wouldn't attend college to pursue a degree? Many elites 

believe that everyone should attend college, but we all 

know that isn't the case for most young people. 

Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky has introduced 

legislation for another approach to paying off student 

debt: allowing a young person to use their 401K 

retirement plan tax-free to pay off student debt early. 

He says the net effect will be to reduce the net effective 

cost of college by 20 to 30 percent. His proposal would 

help solve two problems. First, reduce the financial 

burden on young people, and second, reduce the cost of 

college.  

Paul's proposal would not address the problem of 

young people pursuing silly studies and frivolous 

degrees, but you cannot save people from making 

dumb decisions in a free society. Instead, the 

institutions themselves will need to address this 

problem and winnow programs that have little practical 

use. A very important questions for every college 

student with guidance counsellors should be: how does 

this field of study lead to my future employment and 

professional development?  

When my wife and I graduated from college a half 

century ago, we owed nothing for our college 

experience and degrees. Through scholarships, self-

funding and work-studies, we paid for our college 

education as we obtained it. We were free to start our 

married life with no debt to pay back. It was difficult 

enough to make ends meet financially those first years. 

I cannot image doing it with the burden of student debt 

payments.  

In summary, these are the challenges we face. 

How do we reduce the cost of college and trade 

schools? How do we reduce the amount of debt that 

graduates incur as they pursue their studies and a 

degree? Wouldn't it better by introducing competition if 

these loans were handled in the private sector rather 

than the federal government? And, how do we use 

these degrees to better prepare young people for their 

future professional development? 

National Security: Student Debt

JOE BOYLES 
Guest Columnist

I was raised in a Southern Baptist Church, 

Allandale Baptist Church, in Jacksonville, Fla. Those 

who taught me instilled in me a reverence for God and 

a high view of the Bible, the Christian Scriptures, 

because they are His Word. This is the church’s legacy 

to me. 

Written by forty authors over a 

span of 1600 years it possesses a 

supernatural unity. It is all God’s 

Word from beginning, Genesis 1:1, 

to its end, Revelation 22:21. It’s a 

package deal, it is not to be parsed 

out piecemeal to support any 

particular view especially a political 

one. 

Since Donald Trump won the 

2016 presidential election with the 

help of 81 percent of the evangelical constituency, 

several of the 2020 Democratic candidates have been 

trying to garner their fair share of the religious right by 

touting their religious views and quoting Scripture. 

Recently, Pete Buttigieg did that very thing in his 

new campaign ad. Referencing Matthew 25:35 in 

which he said, “In our White House, you won’t have to 

shake your head and ask yourself; whatever happened 

to ‘I was hungry and you fed me. I was a stranger and 

you welcomed me.’” 

Jesus did not say that to a political candidate or a 

government leader; He said it to His followers and as 

His follower I do as He taught in a number of ways 

because my ambition is to please Jesus not to further 

any political agenda. 

Pete Buttigieg is a married homosexual, 

Democratic candidate for president, and an avowed 

Episcopalian. The Scriptures he so readily quotes in a 

political ad, he quickly disavows when it comes to his 

lifestyle choices. 

When it comes to human sexuality and practices 

the Bible is crystal clear and simple to understand. 

There is no mystery as to where our Creator stands on 

the subject. Those who disagree with our Father on the 

subject of same-sex relationships plainly do so in direct 

rebellion against God’s plan and purpose for human 

flourishing. 

Please don’t mistake this for a political attack on 

this candidate. I am not looking for politics or any 

politician to save me from anything. I think it is 

necessary to point out the hypocrisy of believing one 

part of the Scriptures while practicing a denial of them 

in other places. 

Jesus dealt with hypocrisy in His day, “The scribes 

and Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of 

Moses; therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, 

but do not do according to their deeds; for they say 

things and do not do them,” Matthew 23:2-3. 

That is a classic definition of hypocrisy, saying one 

thing and doing another; saying you believe the Bible 

when you only believe the parts you want to. 

C. S. Lewis said, “There are two kinds of people: 

those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to 

whom God says, ‘All right, then, have it your way.’”    

God will let you have your own way, but there are 

consequences both now and later.

Christian Concepts: Matthew 25 and Pete Buttigieg

GARY B. KING 
Guest Columnist

I am sitting here in the oncologist’s 

office for my husband’s first infusion. 

We are surrounded by people who are 

in different stages of cancer treatments. 

Many are walking in for the first time, 

as we did a few 

weeks ago. They are 

nervous, worried and 

trying to push back 

fearful tears. There 

are others who are 

familiar with the 

processes, come 

right in and sit 

down. But then there 

are the ones who 

come bounding in 

and bring the light 

with them right in the door. 

This one older gentleman came in 

with happy greetings, hugs, 

handshakes, and was decked out in a 

bright red three-piece suit, complete 

with hat and feather. He was obviously 

a frequent flyer and knew everyone by 

name. He absolutely lit up the room 

with joy as he moved from station to 

station. There were several other folks 

who made a point to speak positively, 

joke and jest with the nurses and other 

staff. Hidden under frail bodies and 

stocking caps, their smiles were 

contagious and their joy was obvious. 

To be honest, I want to be one of 

those light bringers, but I’m just not 

there yet. Today has been really hard. 

We had outside factors that all hit 

within 24 hours of this big first in our 

lives and the tears erupted no matter 

how much I tried to push them back. 

There’s no way to fix my emotions. 

There’s no way to fix anything, really. 

We just have to keep walking forward. 

One step at a time, one day at a time.  

I read a meme on Facebook a few 

weeks ago that referenced the story of 

Lazarus in the bible. Jesus loved 

Lazarus deeply. When he got there, he 

was greeted with the news of Lazarus’ 

death and even though He was about to 

raise his friend from the dead, Jesus 

still wept. The meme said that even 

Jesus cried at the sad parts. I have held 

that picture close lately and it has given 

me so much freedom to let the tears 

fall. Now, don’t get me wrong, we have 

had an abundance of blessings as of 

late. God has been good to us in ways 

we have never seen before. So many 

family, friends and faithful readers have 

hunted us down to tell us they’re 

praying for us. Every time we hear this, 

our spirits are lifted and we can 

absolutely feel your prayers for us. So 

many others have been physically 

present to help with projects and day to 

day things. It’s humbling to be the 

recipients of so much love from 

everyone. We are so blessed. 

But even in the midst of blessings, 

there will be some sad parts. There will 

be hard days and tough moments. I’m 

so thankful that when I’m struggling to 

find joy that God is faithful to send us 

an abundance of light-bringers. Just 

like that man in the red suit waltzed in 

and left a trail of joy, so many of you 

are dancing that same jig and bringing 

that same joy right into the door of our 

life.  

We live in a dark world filled with 

pain and heartache and we need the joy 

of light-bringers. I’m so grateful for the 

ones who have come our way recently. 

I challenge you to keep the light going 

and share with anyone you can. One 

text. One call. One prayer. One 

encouraging word. It can make all the 

difference. Put on that bright red suit 

and waltz right into someone’s life with 

joy and light this week. Be the light 

bringer they so desperately need. 

For more from Christy, visit her 

blog at christybassadams.com or send 

an email to 

christyadams008@gmail.com.

Learning As I Go: Bring the Light in the Door 

CHRISTY BASS 
ADAMS 

Guest Columnist
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gastrointestinal issues 
or other conditions.  

The health 
department asserts 

the importance of washing thoroughly after 
coming in contact with the contaminated river 
water—especially before eating or drinking. 
Children, elderly and those with weakened 
immune systems are especially vulnerable to 

disease. 
For more information about the potential 

hazards of the overflow, Florida residents 
should contact DOH-Madison at (850) 973-
5000 or madison.floridahealth.gov. 

For information regarding the spill, please 
contact the Valdosta Utilities Department 
Environmental Manager Scott Fowler at (229) 
259-3592 or sfowler@valdostacity.com. 

Caution 
Cont. from page 1

Dorian, readers 
may remember, gave 
Florida a scare in 
August after 

devastating Grand Bahama as a Category 5 
hurricane. The 2019 season, in fact, made the 
record as the fourth consecutive year to feature 
a Category 5 hurricane, reportedly surpassing 
the three-year period form 2003 to 2005.  

How did tropical storms and hurricanes  
come to be named? 

The literature shows that prior to the 1950s, 
meteorologists kept track of hurricanes and 
tropical storms by the year and the storms' 
order in the particular year. So, for example, the 
fifth tropical storm of a year would be called 
the "fifth tropical storm of the year" or "Storm 
5." 

Meanwhile, tropical storms or hurricanes 
that were particularly devastating were given 
unofficial names – such as the the 1926 Great 
Miami Hurricane or the 1935 Labor Day 
Hurricane that struck the Florida Keys and 
killed more than 400 people. 

By 1953, however, U.S. meteorologist for 
the most part had begun naming tropical storms 
and cyclones in order to better keep track of 
them – especially if more than one storm was 
occurring simultaneously. 

The meteorologists started by giving the 

storms female names in the early days. By 
1978, however, Northern Pacific storms were 
already being assigned both male and female 
names, a practice that was also adopted for 
Atlantic storms by 1979. 

The way it works, the World 
Meteorological Organization develops and uses 
six lists of names for the Atlantic and Eastern 
North Pacific storms, which lists rotate every 
year. This means that every sixth year, the 
names get recycled. The current list for the 
Atlantic hurricane season, for example, is a 
recycle of the 2013 list. What's more, if a 
hurricane does extreme damage – as did 
Andrew, Harvey, Katrina and Sandy – the 
names of these storms are retired and replaced 
by a different name beginning with the same 
letter. After 2018, Florence and Michael were 
added to the list of retired names. 

Since 1954, the record shows that 80 
Atlantic hurricanes' names have been retired, 31 
of them since 2000 alone. 

With Tropical Storm Sebastian churning in 
the Atlantic recently, it was a reminder that the 
hurricane season can remain active, even late in 
the season. 

The good news, according to the National 
Weather Service, was that Sebastian's trajectory 
put it far out in the Atlantic and away from 
land. 

Over 
Cont. from page 1

Florida Department of Law Enforcement  
Contributor 

 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

(FDLE) agents arrested a Leon High School 
student on Monday, Dec. 2, for written threats to 
kill or do bodily harm. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019, the suspect, who 
had changed her mobile phone's name to "School 
Shooter," airdropped a school shooting threat to 
several students. Information was obtained from IP 

logins, witnesses and the suspect herself, which led 
to an arrest warrant being obtained for the suspect. 

The suspect, who is now an adult but was a 
juvenile at the time of the crime, was arrested 
without incident and booked into the Leon County 
Jail. 

Law enforcement and school administrators 
across the state are increasingly focusing on threats 
related to schools. Parents are urged to remind 
their children that making such threats, even as a 
"joke," is a crime.

FDLE arrests Leon High School  
student for threat
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The governor of Florida now draws a yearly salary 

of $130,273, the 32nd highest salary among the 
governors of the 50 states, according to recently reported 
financial data and media reports. 

Based on the most recent numbers, the average 
United States governor's salary stands at $144,046. 

Either state constitutions or statutes determine the 
governors' salaries, according to www.ballotpeda.com. 
But salaries are only one part of the compensation 
provided to states' chief executives since other benefits 
can include an official residence, insurance and travel 
subsidies. 

In some states, salaries rise automatically every year 
based on the rate of inflation or a previously determined 
percentage. In other states, however, legislatures must 
approve pay hikes before they can take effect.

Florida Governor makes 
annual salary of $130,273

Rick Patrick  
rick@greenepublishing.com 

 
There have been stories told of people 

bringing all sorts of animals from dogs to 
miniature ponies onto airplanes and into 
restaurants under the guise of being needed 
"service animals." Legitimate service animals, 
such as guide dogs for the blind, can be life 
savers for those who depend on them. However, 
many people use this as an excuse to bring their 
pets into public places, such as restaurants, 
where these pets would not otherwise be 
allowed. A bill, which became law in July of 
this year, addresses this issue. 

According to the bill, anyone who falsely 
pass their animals off as service animals can be 
charged with a second degree misdemeanor and 
can face a fine of $500 and 60 days in jail. The 
reason for the new law stems from the potential 
for an untrained animal to cause property 

damage, or even personal injury, if the animal is 
allowed in public places. The bill also addresses 
businesses that may discriminate against those 
who do require seervice animals. Business 
owners who refuse service to those with 
legitimate service animals can also be charged 
with a second degree misdemeanor and face a 
fine of $500 and 30 hours of community service. 
This community service would be required to be 
completed within six months of sentencing.  

The bill does allow business owners to 
question patrons with animals in order to try and 
determine the legitimacy of so called service 
animals. Although there is no fool-proof way of 
making a determination, one good indication is 
the behavior of the animal. “If it’s very calm, 
and docile, and follows commands it’s given, 
then it’s a trained service dog," says Michael 
Pierce, a man who is blind and requires a 
service animal. "If it’s barking, jumping around, 
then it’s probably not trained."

New bill cracks down on  
fake service animals



Elizabeth (Betty, "B") Fraleigh O'Toole died 
peacefully at home on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019. 
She was born the youngest of four and the only 
girl to the late Sara Hinson and Theodore 
Livingston Fraleigh on Jan. 26, 1950, in 
Madison, Fla. She enjoyed an idyllic 
childhood in Madison, graduated 
from Madison High School in 
1968, attended Queens College in 
Charlotte for two years, then 
finished school at Florida State 
University in 1972 with a BA in 
Home Economics/Interior Design. 
She worked as a design consultant 
in Tallahassee until returning to her 
cherished Madison in 1990. She and 
her beloved husband Jim O'Toole started 
O'Toole's Herb Farm that year, and she 
continued it after Jim's death in 2007 until 
illness forced her to retire in 2018. The farm has 
been a special gathering and learning place. The 
yoga studio that she began in 2002 continues. 

Her passions were nature, conservation, 
hiking, gardening, travel, yoga and the North 
Carolina mountains. She loved people and 
connecting them, and her devotion to them was 
returned many times over by a community of 
friends who supported and cared for her, 

including a group of steadfast Monday 
volunteers. 

B was especially close to her brothers and 
their families. She is preceded in death 

by her parents; her husband, James 
W. O'Toole: and her sister-in-law, 

Joan Sale Fraleigh.  
She is survived by her 

three brothers: T.L. (Thed) 
Fraleigh Jr. (Marlene); John 
Edward (Jack) Fraleigh 
(Margo); and Ashley H. 
(Rock) Fraleigh. She is also 

survived by six nieces and 
nephews: Rocky Fraleigh 

(Leslie); Jay Fraleigh (Donna); Liz 
Fraleigh; Dr. Sadie Fraleigh (Jay 

Cameron); Brooks Cannon (Brett); Jack 
Fraleigh (Jaime); nine great nephews; two great 
nieces; one great-great niece; a close extended 
family of cousins; a host of other close relatives 
and a legion of dear friends.  

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made 
to Big Bend Hospice, Birdsong Nature Center or 
the charity of your choice.  

A memorial service was held on Monday, 
Dec. 9, 2019, at 3 p.m. at O'Toole's Herb Farm, 
305 NE Artemesia Trail, in Madison, Fla.

December 
Throughout the month of 

December, donate purchased, 
unwrapped toys to the Madison 
County Sheriff's Office (MCSO) for 
their 5th annual Toys for Tots Drive. 
Gifts will be distributed to families in 
need closer to Christmas. Drop-off 
boxes are located at the MCSO and 
Madison County Community Bank. 

December 11 
You're invited to Tonya's Healthy 

Happy Hour, taking place at 3 p.m. at 
Madison Heights Apartments, located 
at 150 SW Bum Gardener Dr., in 

Madison. There will be free prizes and 
give-aways, women's health 
information, referrals, resources, HIV 
screenings, Sickle Cell screenings, 
A1C screenings and more. For 
additional information, contact Tonya 
Bell at (850) 253-5355. 

December 14 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be 

visiting with the public on Saturday, 
Dec. 14, from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. at 
Pic-N-Save, located at 739 E Base St., 
in Madison. Bring your camera! 

December 14 
A Greenville Christmas will bring 

back celebration and joy 
to Greenville on 
Saturday, Dec. 14. Join 
others as you celebrate 
the holidays with 
caroling, arts and crafts, 
bounce houses, food and 
other vendors in Haffye 
Hayes Park, along US 
Hwy. 90, in Greenville. 
A Christmas parade will 
roll through the town at 
11 a.m. For vendor and 
parade information, 
email 
theheartofgreenvilleinc 
@gmail.com. 

December 18 
You're invited to 

Tonya's Healthy Happy 
Hour, taking place at 
2:30 p.m. at the Madison 
Public Library, located at 
378 College Loop, in 
Madison. There will be a 
free Women's Health 
Workshop and free 
prizes and give-aways! 
For additional 
information, contact 
Tonya Bell at (850) 253-
5355. 

December 21 
Santa and Mrs. 

Claus will be visiting 
with the public on 
Saturday, Dec. 21, from 
3 p.m. until 6 p.m. at 
Jiffy Store 317, located 
at 8267 East U.S. Hwy. 
90, in Lee. Bring your 
camera!

COMMUNITY

John Willoughby  
reporter2@greenepublishing.com 

 
Monthly, the Madison County Chamber of 

Commerce welcomes Chamber-registered 
businesses from around Madison County to host 
gatherings, allowing them to promote their 
services and welcome partnerships. This month, 
the event will be back home at the offices of the 
Madison County Chamber of Commerce for the 
December Christmas edition of the gathering. 

To be held on Tuesday, Dec. 17, from 5 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., join Chamber executive director 
Phyllis Williams and administrative assistant 
Garrett Hammond as you celebrate the holidays 
with fellowship with other Madison County 
leaders and business men and women. Also, you 
can enjoy the regular door prize giveaway and 
some of your favorite holiday treats after a day of 
work. 

The Madison County Chamber of Commerce 
is located at 182 College Loop, in Madison. For 
more information, call (850) 973-2788.

December Business  
After Hours to be  
held at Chamber

Raising money to dance
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Community Calendar
If you would like to have anything added to the community calendar, please 

email Savannah Reams at  
editor@greenepublishing.com or give us a call at (850) 973-4141. 

Elizabeth (Betty "B")  
Fraleigh O'Toole

Obituary

I n its 44 th year of dance, Becky's Danc e Steps Studio is in full swing and 
now getting ready for dance competitions. O n F riday, Nov. 22,  competition 
dancers held a chicken and rice lunch fundraiser to help with expe nses. The 
$6 meal included chicken and rice, green beans, pickles, a roll, brownie and 
a water. So far, the girls have three competitions planned, with the first one 
taking place in F ebruary. P ictured, from left to right, are: Becky R obinson, 
K arissa K ervin, C aibre Johnson and Jadyn P lummer. [Cheltsie 
Holbrook/Greene Publishing, Inc.]
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On Friday, Nov. 22, Big Bend Hospice celebrated 

National Hospice Month with a Cookies for the Community 
event, featuring great fellowship, free giveaways and 
delicious, homemade cookies, courtesy of Grumpy's Diner 
and Pie Shop. Local residents and passersby were able to mix, 
mingle, taste delicious pastries and 
learn more about Big Bend 
Hospice's fantastic services. 

Travia Cromartie, 
Community Resource 
Coordinator for Big Bend 
Hospice, shared about the 
many services Big Bend 
Hospice provides the 
Madison Community, 
including their Five 
Wishes program. 
She also enjoys 
educating the public 
about the common 

misconceptions people have about hospice care.  
There are many ways Big Bend Hospice provides care to 

patients, regardless of their situation. They go above and 
beyond to meet patients' needs, in addition to health services. 
Cromartie will tell you that sometimes providing comfort is 
more than just pain management or health-related services—
it’s making sure their needs are met. "We are here to take care 
of the patient, no matter the circumstances," says Cromartie. 
"We use funds to provide services to our patients—even if 

that patient's need is pest control in their home."  
Big Bend Hospice's programs include Music 

Therapy, Veteran Liaison and 
Pet Peace of Mind, which 
assists hospice patients 
with pet planning and 
care. You are urged to 

contact Big Bend 
Hospice with any 

questions you may 
have about their 
services. Big Bend 
Hospice can be 
reached at (850) 
878-5310.

Cookies for the  
Community a success
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On Friday, Nov. 22, Big Bend Hospice celebrated National Hospice Month with their Cookies for the Community event. Pic-
tured, from left to right, are: former Clerk of the Court Tim Sanders;  Travia Cromartie, Community Resource Coordinator for Big 
Bend Hospice; and Phyllis Williams, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director. [Savannah Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]
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The 55 Plus Club 

will meet on 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 
and the program for 
the month is a 
Christmas Sing-A-
Long. The music will 
be traditional 
Christmas songs. Mae 
Irby, of Rocky Springs 
United Methodist 
Church, will lead the 
singing; and Ruth 
Hardee, from First 
United Methodist 
Church, will play the 
keyboard. Come and 
sing a long in a 
delightful Christmas 
Program. 

The 55 Plus Club 
meets at the United 
Methodist Center 
located on Highway 
145 about five miles 
north of Madison. The 
55 Plus Club is open 
to all Madison County 
residents who are 55 
years old and older. 
The luncheon begins 
at noon which 
precedes the program. 
For more information 
about the 55 Plus Club 
or any outreach 
ministry of the United 
Methodist Cooperative 
Ministries, please 
contact Deborah 
Brown at (850) 253-
2133.

Holiday  
sing-a-long  
at 55 Plus 

Club 
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Employee appreciation is not uncommon around the City Hall of 

Madison. Keeping a close knit community of workers is important to run the 
City of Madison efficiently, and in more ways than one, that community is 
more like a family. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 27, at noon, the City of Madison invited all city 
employees, Madison Police Department (MPD) employees and Madison Fire 

Department (MFD) first responders to join in on a Thanksgiving luncheon 
prior to the big feast the following day. 

The luncheon welcomed nearly 30 employees and guests to the MFD 
engine bay to eat a delicious meal while enjoying the company of others for 
Thanksgiving. Madison Police Department's Lieutenant Chris Cooks was the 
luncheon's grill master, serving up grilled hot dogs, sausages and hamburgers 
for the hungry employees and their guests. 

As a token of gratitude, the employees were given the rest of the day off 
to spend time with their families and prepare for Thanksgiving Day.

City of Madison celebrates Thanksgiving
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The Madison F ire De partment opened up their bay doors and welcomed 
more than 30 city employees and guests to enjoy a delicious Thanksgiving 
meal on W ednesday, Nov. 2 7.  E ven the firefighters on shift took part in the 
meal. P ictured, from left to right, are: P atrick Titus, Ben W illiams and L t. Eth an 
Shannon. [John Willoughby/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

The staff of the City of Madison and guests enjoyed their time together 
during the city's luncheon for employees on W ednesday, Nov. 27.  P ictured, 
from left to right, are: L ané e P ike, L ee Anne Hall , L oratta F ranklin and Kim F ra-
zier. [John Willoughby/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

Many employees of the C ity of Madison took off early to have a hearty 
meal with their fellow employees for the holiday. P ictured, from left to right, 
are: G uy McC askill and De trick McI ntyre. [John Willoughby/Greene Publishing, 
Inc.]

L t. Chri s C ooks with the Madison P olice De partment was the man behind 
the delicious grilled meat for the city' s Thanksgiving luncheon on W ednes-
day, Nov. 27.  [John Willoughby/Greene Publishing, Inc.]
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As Christmas draws near, it's hard to celebrate without your loved one 

who has passed on. This holiday season, remember and keep the memory of 
your loved ones alive and close to your hearts with the Madison County 
Service of Remembrance, brought to you by Big Bend Hospice. 

The Service of Remembrance event will be held at the Senior Citizens 
Council of Madison County on Tuesday, Dec. 10. Beginning at 12 p.m., 

reflect and remember those loved ones who have been lost, in memory of a 
life so beautifully lived and a heart so deeply loved. 

Anyone who has experienced or is experiencing loss is welcome to be a 
part of this service, whether or not you have utilized the services of Big Bend 
Hospice. 

The event will be followed by light refreshments and conversation. For 
more information, call Anthony Webster at (850) 556-7680. Senior Citizens 
Council of Madison County is located at 1161 SW Harvey Greene Dr., in 
Madison.

Senior center to host remembrance service 

John Willoughby  
reporter2@greenepublishing.com 

 
In partnership with Ability 1st out of Tallahassee, a local organization 

and electric company volunteered their time to assist a local Madison 
resident. 

The ramp build took place over the span of two days: Friday and 
Saturday, Nov. 22 and 23. The build was for Mr. Richard Lee and family, 
allowing easier access in and out of his home. "He and his wife have been 
waiting patiently for months to be able to get in and out of their home 
independently," said MJ Blimes, nursing home diversion specialist for 
Ability 1st. "His wife is his sole caretaker and this ramp comes as a 

tremendous relief. She was very thankful for the team of community 
volunteers." 

Madison Rotary Club and Tri-County Electric Cooperative employees 
were the primary construction workers for the build. Both parties have 
worked together recently to build ramps, steps and half-steps for other 
Madison County residents in need. 

The ramp was built through the Access to Independence program, which 
works with volunteer groups from various organizations, churches and 
businesses to build home accessibility structures – mostly ramps, but also 
half steps with four-to five-inch risers – for persons with impaired mobility. 

For more information about the Access to Independence program, visit 
www.ability1st.info/programs/access-to-independence.

Madison Rotary, TCEC builds ramp

COMMUNITY Madison County Carrier • Wednesday, December 11, 2019 • 7 

All Access (AA) - $90/year  
Print paper mailed twice a week, online edition twice a week, full 
archives of online back issues, special one-time coupons for our 
annual subscribers, 1 happy ad, 2 classifieds (20 words or less) 
and The Front Porch magazine (4 copies). 

Basic Plus (BP) - $70/year  
Print paper mailed twice a week, online edition twice a week, full 
archives of online back issues, special one-time coupons for our 
annual subscribers and The Front Porch magazine (4 copies). 

Basic (B) - $60/year  
Print paper mailed twice a week, special one-time coupons for 
our annual subscribers and The Front Porch magazine (4 copies). 

E-Pub (E) - $35/year  
Online edition twice a week, full archives of online back issues

 Name:_______________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________  

City:______________ State:______ Zip:____________ 

 Name:_______________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_______________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________ 

Give a gift that lasts all year long!

It’s easy! Just fill out the form for the person whom you would  
like to give a subscription and we will mail a Christmas card 

announcing the gift, on your behalf. 

Surprise someone with the Christmas gift of an 

Annual Subscription 
to 

The Madison County Carrier  

& 

The Madison  
Enterprise-Recorder 

To:

From:

On the weekend of Saturday, Nov. 23, Madison rotarians and local employees for Tri-County Electric gathered together to build a ramp for the Richard 
Lee family of Madison. The ramp build was done in partnership with Ability 1st's Access to Independence Program. [Marquesas Blimes/Courtesy]
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On Saturday, Dec. 7, the ninth annual 

Light Up Madison event, sponsored by the 
Madison Kiwanis club, kicked-off at 4 p.m. 
Multiple vendors lined Range Street in 
downtown Madison, providing games, prizes, 
funnel cakes, balloon animals, arts and crafts 
and valuable information for passersby. 

Beginning shortly after kick-off, Becky's 
Dance Steps Studio put on a festive, lively 
dance performance on Pinckney Street, in 
front of the Madison County Courthouse. 
Various age groups of dance students 
performed routines to fun Christmas songs 

and greatly impressed the spectators. 
Christmas music rang throughout the 

streets of downtown as guests enjoyed the 
festivities. During the event, from 4 p.m. until 
6 p.m., Santa Claus listened to the wishes of 
local children as they visited with him at 
Grumpy's Diner and Pie Shop, on Range 
Street.  

At 6 p.m., the annual Light Up Madison 
parade began. Lighted floats and vehicles 
strolled down Range Street in the heart of 
downtown Madison while spectators ooh-ed 
and aah-ed at the twinkling lights.  

Following the parade, guests joined the 
Tobacco Free Florida-sponsored S.W.A.T. 
Team on the courthouse lawn for a holiday 

movie to finish their night. Many also 
attended the Sounds of Christmas concert, 
featuring Christian and Drew Schmoe and 
Kiley Thompson Loveless, at 7:30 p.m. 
Instrumentals were provided by Mike and 
Marie Flowers, Mike and Sandy Dorsey, 
Emily Wall and Sally Johnson, as well as a 
special performance by the RATT pact and 
local students.  

Throughout the night, donations of non-
perishable food items were collected by the 
Kiwanians, for distribution to local 
organizations. Those who donated received 
one ticket per food item for a drawing at the 
end of the event to win a Yamaha Power 
Wheel. 

9th annual light up madison a succesS

The G reenville E le-
mentary School F lag Team pre-

pares to  perform in the ninth annual 
L ight U p Madison parade. O n the left 

side, from front to back, are:  R iShanti 
Morris, Amari Sears and Z aNiya Brown. 
O n the right side, from front to back, 
are:  Z akoria Bryant, Sha' L iyah Brown, 
Shy' Nieria De mps and An'Taniyah L ee. I n 
the center of the line-up is JaNiyah L iv-
ingston. [Joi C. Rains/Courtesy]

 "F ast asleep" and ready to perform "A  Teddy Bear for C hrist-
mas"  are five-year-old dancers Nariah F ox , O livia R obinson, Bryn-
lee Thigpen, Ha nnah Norris, P eyton Brooks, Tatianna Thornton and 
K atelyn Boyd. [Savannah Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

 Danc ing with their gifts in "A  Teddy Bear for Christmas" are ( front row) : 
Tatianna Thornton, Brooklynn Bachari and K ensi W ebb. P ictured in the back 
row, are: Brynlee Thigpen, P eyton Brooks, K atelyn Boyd and Alexa G aston. 
[Savannah Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

W hile The L aw D og wandered 
around L ight U p Madison, he stopped 
by the Greene Publishing, Inc. booth 
to show his support for Madison's  local 
news source. [Savannah 
Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

L ocal restaurant, R ancho G rande, stole the show with 
their brightly-lit parade fl oat. [Savannah Reams/Greene 
Publishing, Inc.] 

Santa and Mrs. Claus visited with the Madi-
son County community throughout the night at 
L ight U p Madison. [Savannah Reams/Greene 
Publishing, Inc.] Santa C laus rode down R ange Street on a 

horse-drawn carriage, waving to onlookers as he 
passed by. [Savannah Reams/Greene Publishing, 
Inc.]

R agans F amily C ampground rode the streets of Madison in a lighted trolley, es-
corted by their mascots R oxi e and R alphie.  [Savannah Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

These girls helped kick-off the an-
nual Becky's Danc e Steps Studio per-
formance with a R ockette-style kickline 
to "R ockin' Around the Christm as Tree." 
P ictured, from left to right, are: Allie 
W ilkerson, Melana W ebb and Jade 
P lummer [Brandy Plummer/Courtesy]
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Tri-County 
Ele ctric C oopera-
tive sponsored 
the ninth annual 
L ight U p Madison 
parade and their 
festive, lighted 
bucket truck 
served as the pa-
rade's caboose.  
[Savannah 
Reams/Greene 
Publishing, Inc.]

This vehicle, 
topped with an 
infl ated Santa 
Claus and rein-
deer was a show-
stopper during 
the annual L ight 
U p Madison pa-
rade. [Savannah 
Reams/Greene 
Publishing, Inc.]

New Ho me 
Baptist C hurch 

greeted onlookers 
during the lighted 

parade.  [Savannah 
Reams/Greene Pub-

lishing, Inc.]

This group marched at the annual L ight U p Madison 
parade, spreading the message, " K ids need K iwanis."   [Sa-

vannah Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

Snoopy made a sneaky ap-
pearance during the L ight U p 
Madison parade. [Savannah 
Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

Anna, El sa and Kri stoff, from Di sney's  "F rozen",  made a surprise ap-
pearance on the Madison C ounty Memorial Ho spital fl oat in the ninth 
annual L ight U p Madison parade. [Savannah Reams/Greene Publishing, 
Inc.]

Hope well Bap-
tist Churc h featured 
a beautifully-lit Na-
tivity scene during 

the annual L ight U p 
Madison parade. 

[Savannah 
Reams/Greene Pub-

lishing, Inc.]

L ocal first responders led the annual L ight 
U p Madison parade with sirens, lights and 
whimsical Christmas decorations.  [Savannah 
Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

Madison's  4-H club had a blast riding in the 
annual L ight U p Madison parade.  [Savannah 
Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

These kids helped spread the word about 
their local newspaper at L ight up Madison. P ic-
tured, from left to right, are: Alyssa R eynolds and 
Hannah Albritton.  [Savannah Reams/Greene 
Publishing, Inc.]

G reenville E lementary School stu-
dents, Z aNiya Brown and Sha'L iyah Brown, 
had a blast at L ight U p Madison. [Joi C. 
Rains/Courtesy]

This jeep was 
decked out in 
lights, bows, orna-
ments and gar-
land--a festive 
entry in the annu-
al L ight U p Madi-
son parade. 
[Savannah 
Reams/Greene 
Publishing, Inc.]

Da ncing to "J ingle Bells"  are two of Santa's  
elves, K ayla G raham ( left)  and C amryn Bass ( right) . 
P ictured in the background is Belinda Albritton.   
[Savannah Reams/Greene Publishing, Inc.]
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Kiwanian Brenda 

Newman has a heart 
for serving others. 
The retired certified 
nurse midwife is an 
active part of St. 
Mary's Episcopal 
Church's prayer shawl 
ministry, where they 
also sew lap robes for 
Veterans' hospitals 
and nursing homes. 

It seemed a 
natural fit for 
Newman, when she 
was approached in 
May about teaching a 
crochet class to the 
girls at Joann Bridges 
Academy. Newman 
eagerly accepted the 
opportunity and she 
began her first class 
with five girls. Four 
young ladies have 
since completed the 
class and five more 
have been added. 

These girls have 
to be quick learners, 
since most of them 
have three months or 
less to enjoy the 
lessons before going 
home. "They 
really do 
a great 
job," 
said 
Newman. 
The 

Kiwanis Club of 
Madison supplies all 
of the materials 
needed and the girls 
get to keep all of their 
tools. Plus, each child 
is given a large ball of 
yarn to take home so 
they can continue 
crocheting. "We show 
them that we care 
about them and we 
teach them new skills, 
which increases their 
self-esteem," said 
Newman. "It is also a 
great stress reliever 
for them." 

The girls at the 
Academy are 
surprised that 
someone would 
voluntarily drive to 
Greenville and spend 
time with them 
without getting paid. 
For Newman, it is just 
a continuation of how 
she spent her career, 
delivering and caring 
for babies in Madison, 
Taylor, Jefferson and 
Hamilton Counties. 
During those 34 years 
of service, Newman's 
love of caring for 
others only grew. She 
currently visits the 
young ladies twice 
each month. "These 
girls immediately 
want to make things 
for other people, 
which is great, 

because 
crocheting is 

a dying 
art," said 
Newman. 
" I've 
become 
like a 

mother to 
them. They 

always 
thank me 
for coming 
and ask why 
I can't come 
every 
week."

Brenda Newman  
loves these girls

Savannah Reams  
editor@greenepublishing.com 

 
Attention 4-H-ers! It's time to put your skills 

to the test and see how well you can "throw 
down" in the kitchen. The 2019 Madison County 
4-H Holiday Bake-Off will take place on 
Monday, Dec. 16, at the Madison County 
Extension Office, with exhibits and projects 
being accepted from 8 a.m. until noon and the 
tasting and awards ceremony beginning at 6:30 
p.m. The contest is for 4-H members, ages five to 
18, but everyone is invited to the tasting and 
awards. All participants must RSVP for entries by 
Friday, Dec. 13, by calling (850) 973-4138. 

The categories for this year's contest are: 
cakes, candies, cookies, appetizers, pies, breads, 
brownies/bar cookies, decorated cakes, specialty 
items and light recipes (healthy recipes that use 
less sugar, salt and fat than traditional recipes).  

The Rules 
This is not a traditional 4-H project where a 

4-H member must do all the work themselves, 
however, the 4-H-er should be involved with the 
entire process. Work done by youth under the 
supervision, direction and help of an adult to 
make a delicious dish with a festive holiday 
appearance is required! 

Recipes using basic ingredients do not have 
to be used. Mixes, pre-cooked and non-cooked 
items may be used in the finished product. 

All entries must look festive for the holidays, 
either by the food itself or the way it is displayed. 

No live-plant material (holly, poinsettia, etc.) may 
be used or the project will be disqualified. 

Submission of recipes will not be required; 
therefore, family cooking secrets do not have to 
be revealed. The amount of one recipe for each 
entry must be entered so that everyone may 
sample the products after the awards. (Exception: 
Specialty items will not be sampled, cut or 
opened by judges or audience; all other 
categories will be taste-tested.) 

On a 3x4 index card, list the name of your 
exhibit on the front and the major 
ingredients/items used on the back. Each item 
submitted must be accompanied by a 3x4 
exhibitor's index card and entry form. 

Two items per category may be entered. 
Entries will be judged on appearance, taste 

and display unless otherwise noted. 
Awards in each category will be blue, red or 

white with a Golden Wisk winner per category 
and the overall Grand Prize Golden Spoon 
Master Chef Award. All entries will be 
recognized. 

There will also be a festive hat competition, 
open to both kids and adults, so wear your most 
festive hat and compete to win the fun contest!  

The purpose of the Holiday Bake-Off is to 
encourage adults and youth to work together on a 
project, for the adult to teach the 4-H-er how to 
prepare a family favorite, and for the 4-H-er to 
learn and improve their cooking and food safety 
skills. The Madison County Extension Office is 
located at 184 College Loop, in Madison.
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drawings in the
Santa loves

neatly as possible.
only in black pen, as
glasses. Please write

drawings in the
margins of the letters
– they make the
letters oh so jolly!
Please don't draw
over your writing
though, because that
could make it hard
for Santa to read.

Additional
questions can be
asked by calling the
offffices of Greene
Publishing, Inc. at
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wish you a Merry
Christmas!

The girls at Joann Bridges Academy have 
learned to crochet many types of colorful and 
creative things, such as different sized bags, blan-
kets and dish cloths. The young ladies are always 
eager to give what they make to loved ones. [Mick-
ey Starling/Greene Publishing, Inc.] 

Brenda Newman has been 
teaching the girls at Joann 
Bridges Academy how to cro-
chet since May. She enjoys 
teaching the girls new skills 
and helping them to grow in 
their self esteem and confi-
dence. [Mickey 
Starling/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

These are two samples of some of the bags the 
girls have learned to crochet within a few short 
months. [Mickey Starling/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

Holiday  
Bake-Off  

coming soon



For children, Christmas can be magical or miserable. Either outcome has 
nothing to do with the true spirit of the holiday. I rarely gave the birth of a 
Savior much thought as the big day inched closer on the calendar. 

Each year, there would be that all important gift that was a must if my 
Christmas angel was gonna get their wings. One year, it was a football 
helmet, which turned out to be about three sizes bigger than my head. 
Another year found me salivating over an electric train set. That was pretty 
awesome until I stepped on the train tracks while barefooted. That was the 
day I decided not to take the train. 

Each Christmas was pretty much the same, as I dreamed up the perfect 
gift, which I often received, only to have reality greatly diminish the 
enjoyment of it. As I got older, I stopped shoving the clothes I got for 
Christmas into the proverbial fire place and started actually asking for the 
latest fads to adorn my insatiable appetite to be in the cool kids' club. 

One of my first big orders to get me into this club was the Izod shirt, with that amazingly awesome 
alligator emblem on it. Midas must have stitched that bad boy on those shirts because they cost a 
fortune. The average price for a common shirt in the 70s was around 10 bucks, but these Izod trophies 
were flying off the shelves at 35 dollars a pop. Capitalism is a beautiful thing and it soon became an 
economic lesson for me. 

My parents rightfully considered me insane for craving such a novelty, but I could get one if I 
worked for it. Eventually, I successfully obtained the shirt of my dreams. I secretly wanted to grab a 
neon Sharpie and circle that beloved gator so that no one would miss seeing it. Six months later, a 
mysterious hole showed up in the armpit of my cotton treasure chest and I'm certain that both my eyes 
and my wallet were crying tears of immeasurable remorse. Such is the material world. 

The following year, I gave a much better speech outlining the perfect Christmas gift, which was 
again a shirt. This time, it was a Polo shirt, with that elegant and regal horse and rider on it. I described 
the shirt to my mother in breathtaking detail, including everything but the price. I knew she wouldn't 
mind making an investment into my future and fleeting happiness. 

Christmas Day arrived and having sufficiently shaken every box, I dove into the one that made no 
sound at my inquiry. Sure enough, it was a shirt. As I puckered up to give the horseman a much 
deserved kiss, I saw only what appeared to be a branch stitched where the triumphant horse was 
supposed to be galloping his way towards the "in crowd." 

In feigning appreciation that quickly faded, I asked my mother which part of horse, rider and polo 
did she not understand. She explained that she understood completely, which is why she got me a 
pullover shirt, which her generation called "polo" shirts.   

After gently cursing her generation's concept of fine clothing, I tried the shirt on and was delighted 
to find that the shirt was too large, so I passed it on to the first person I could find who needed a shirt 
and didn't know the difference between a Polo and a pullover. 

My Christmas pursuits turned out to be a lot like Forrest Gump's box of chocolates; you never 
know what you're going to get. Christmas was never meant to be about getting stuff. It's all about 
enjoying what you've already been given.  

My selfish longings ended as they always will, in disappointment. We were created for better than 
fads and the status we imagine them to bring. Christmas is a reminder about why we are here, what 
makes us special and why we are loved. 

Nothing in the Christmas story tells us that we deserve anything, but it tells us everything about 
why God chose to gift us with His best offering. He just wanted to. He delights in us because the very 
sight of us stirs love within His heart, because He 
has set His love upon us. The saying is true: the 
heart wants what the heart wants. I'm thankful that 
God's heart wants us, with each of our flaws sewn 
brightly as emblems upon our selfish hearts.  

It isn't how He wanted things originally, but 
somehow He takes delight in turning us into His 
perfect masterpiece. It's really all about Him and 
what he can do in us.   

Let's be reminded of this truth as we go 
through the madness of December, deliberately 
finding our joy in Who hung on a tree for us, 
rather than looking for it in the things we might 
find under one. Not even a pullover that's a 
wannabe Polo can take that kind of joy away.
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December 15 

Lee First Baptist Church will have 
their Christmas cantata on Sunday, 
Dec. 15, starting at 6 p.m. 
Refreshments will be provided 
following the service. The church is 
located at 8157 E US Hwy. 90, in Lee. 

 
December 15 

Evergreen Missionary Baptist 
Church will have a special Christmas 
program on Sunday, Dec. 15, 
beginning at 11 a.m. This promises to 
be a lively service, filled with singing, 
dancing and worship. The story of 
Christmas will be presented and 
refreshments will follow the service. 
The church is located at 1896 N SR 53, 
in Madison. 

 
December 15 

The ACTS Church will be hosting 
a special event called "Christmas 
Comes Early" on Sunday, Dec. 15, 
beginning at 5 p.m. Children's clothes 
and toys will be given away to assist 

families with their Christmas shopping. 
Items will be given away until the 
supply runs out, so you might want to 
come early. Snacks for the kids will 
also be available. The church is located 
at 182 College Loop, in Madison. 

 
December 15 

Madison First United Methodist 
Church will have a special Christmas 
cantata during the Sunday morning 
service on Dec. 15, beginning at 10 
a.m. The cantata is entitled, "A Celtic 
Christmas Celebration, Have You 

Heard?" The performance will be 
conducted by Music Director Patrick 
Chiu, with choir and instrumentalists. 
Everyone is invited for this delightful 
presentation. The church is located at 
348 SW Rutledge St., in Madison. 

 
December 15  

Madison First Baptist Church will 
enjoy their children's Christmas 
program during the morning service on 
Sunday, Dec. 15, at 11 a.m. At 6 p.m., 
the choir will be performing a 
Christmas cantata entitled, "Come 

Messiah King." The church is located 
at 134 SW Meeting Ave., in Madison. 

 
December 15 

Pine Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church invites you to join them for 
their Christmas Play on Sunday, Dec. 
15, beginning at 5 p.m. Finger foods 
and fellowship will follow the service. 
The church is located at 4084 NE 
Rocky Ford Rd., in Madison. 

 
December 18 

Members of Madison First Baptist 
Church will be Christmas caroling at 
various homes. The group will leave 
the church at 6:30 p.m. 

 
December 24 

Madison First United Methodist 
Church will have a candlelight and 
communion service on Tuesday, Dec. 
24, beginning at 5 p.m. There will be 
lots of singing and everyone is 
welcome. The church is located at 348 
SW Rutledge St., in Madison.

If your church is having an event, please let us know! E-mail your church 
announcements to reporter3@greenepublishing.com or call 

 (850) 973-4141.

First United Methodist Church 
348 SW Rutledge St. • Madison 

Pastor, Lamar Albritton, Jr.  
Sundays: 

Fellowship Sip (coffee with youth)........9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Discipleship Bible Studies ............ 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.  
Worship Service ............................................ 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study.......................................................5:00 p.m. 
Wonderful Wednesdays (3-5th grade)....5:00-6:30 p.m. 
Covered Dish Fellowship Dinner...................6:00 p.m. 
Youth and Choir...............................................6:30 p.m.  

Thursdays: 
Bible Study.....................................10:30 a.m. to Noon 

 

Macedonia Baptist Church 
5539 E US 90 • Lee 

Sunday School.............................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ........................................... 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ........................... 6:00 p.m. 

 

Midway Church of God 
2485 SE Midway Church Rd. • Lee 

(850) 971-5200 • Pastor, Retis Flowers 
Sunday School ............................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Morning Worship .......................................... 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Worship ............................................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Family Training Hour ................ 7:00 p.m 

 

Landmark Baptist Church 
3399 W US Hwy 90 • Madison 

(850) 973-7190 • Pastor, Robert Ledford 
Sunday School ............................................... 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship .......................................... 11:00 a.m. 
Evening - BTC 6:00 p m
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Childhood reflections with a touch of 
grace:  

When Santa pulls one over on you

MICKEY STARLING 
COLUMNIST

Mickey Starling  
reporter3@greenepublishing.com 

 
The ACTS Church 

will be hosting a 
special event called 
"Christmas Comes 
Early" on Sunday, 
Dec. 15, beginning 
at 5 p.m. Children's 
clothes and toys 
will be given away 
to assist families 
with their 
Christmas 
shopping. Items 
will be given away 
until the supply 
runs out, so you 
might want to 
come early. Snacks 
for the kids will 
also be available. 
The church is 
located at 182 
College Loop, in 
Madison.

ACTS Church  
hosts  

"Christmas Comes 
Early"
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Mickey Starling  
reporter3@greenepublishing.com 

 
On Friday, Nov. 22, New Testament Christian School 

(NTCS) was honored to have former stand-out wide 
receiver Matt Frier as a guest speaker. Frier was a two-time 
champion with the Suwannee County Bulldogs before 
winning a national championship with Florida State 
University (FSU) in 1993. He want on to play for the 
Indianapolis Colts. Frier was recently selected for induction 
into the Florida High School Athletic Association Hall of 
Fame. 

Frier spoke to the kids at NTCS about the importance 
of God, family, good sportsmanship and good academics. 
Most importantly, Frier stressed the need to have faith and 
keeping God in the center of your life. 

Frier has fond memories of his state championships 
while in high school. "At my age, it's really neat to look 
back and I really appreciate it," said Frier, speaking of 
being inducted into the Hall of Fame. "It was a special time 
because of the community support in Suwannee County. I 
remember for the first state title, the year we went to 
Naples, the pep-rally was one of the neatest things I've seen. 
The whole school joined together and jogged for a mile, 
following the bus as we left town. It was literally like 
something out of a book." 

Frier speaks to New  
Testament Christian School

Mickey Starling  
reporter3@greenepublishing.com 

 
Rev. George Williams has been 

active in the community for many 
years. Williams has pastored 
Genesis Missionary Baptist Church 
for the past four years, after 
pastoring Mt. Olive Missionary 
Baptist Church, in Perry, for 26 
years. 

Williams loves being able to 
share the word of God in a manner 
that impacts his congregation. "I 
study the scriptures carefully to 
simplify the content and context of 
my message," said Williams. 

Clyde Alexander, who attends 
Williams' church, expressed his 
appreciation for the time and effort 
Williams puts into his sermons. 
"Rev. Williams is a great teacher 
and preacher." 

Improving education and 
employment opportunities has also 

long been a priority for Williams. 
"We must work together to ensure 
we have the best schools possible 
for educating our children," said 
Williams. "I see the need for better 
jobs with living wages and industry 
that would economically support our 
community." 

Williams is also actively 
involved with the ministry of 
Madison County Community Farm 
Share, which brings truck loads of 
food into Madison, often several 
times a week. The food is given 
away to anyone who stops by and 
there are no requirements for 
receiving the groceries. "I would 
like to see Farm Share grow to the 
point that we make an impact on 
poverty-driven hunger in our 
community," said Williams. 

Most of all, Rev. Williams is 
concerned for those who might miss 
out on knowing Jesus. "I would like 
to see everyone, everywhere, 

establish that unique 
and special relationship 
with Christ, our Lord," 
said Williams.  

Williams and his 
wife, Marie, have two 
children: Francina and 
Natasha and two 
wonderful 
grandchildren.

Pastor Spotlight:  
George Williams

Pastor George Williams and his family have been involved in serving 
their church family and community for many years. Pictured, from left to 
right, are: Dayshon Cooley, Williams' grandson; Rev. George Williams and 
Lady Marie Williams. [George Williams/Courtesy]

Matt Frier (center) took a moment to take a photo with the students of NTCS. Frier addressed the kids on Friday, Nov. 22, reminding them of the impor-
tance of faith, family and academics. [Candace Webb/Courtesy]

This Sports Illustrated cover captures the 
moment that FSU defeated Nebraska 18-16, 
taking the number 1 spot in the polls and win-
ning the National Championship. [Candace 
Webb/Courtesy] 

Matt Frier remembers fondly his many ac-
complishments while playing football. He 
stressed to the students at NTCS that the most 
important thing in life is faith and keeping 
God at the center of your life. [Candace 
Webb/Courtesy]



Lisa Tuten (cen-
ter) poses in front of 
the Christmas-
themed décor with 
her two grand-
daughters, Charley 
Macarages (left) 
and Dakota Tuten 
(right). [Memori Mc-
Griff/Courtesy]

Doris Fox (left) and Nari-
ah Fox (right) enjoy their 
lunches during LES' annual 
Grandparents Day lunch. 
[Memori McGriff/Courtesy] 

Valentia Gonzalez 
(left), Ann Paquette (cen-
ter) and Nicolas Gonza-
lez (right) enjoy each 
others company during 
the Grandparents Day 
lunch at LES. [Memori 
McGriff/Courtesy]

Brenda Wynn 
(left) enjoys spending 
her lunch hour at LES 
with her grandson 
Kaine Wynn (right). 
[Memori McGriff/Cour-
tesy]

Amber Albritton  
classifieds@greenepublishing.com 

 
On Wednesday, Dec 4, Lee 

Elementary School (LES) held 
their annual Grandparents Day 
lunch. Grandmas and grandpas 
accepted their invitations gladly 
and filled the cafeteria to spend their lunch 
hours with their grandchildren. After enjoying 
their country fried steak, students and 
grandparents were encouraged to take a photo 
in front of a Christmas-themed prop LES had 
provided for them.

LES held Grandparents Day Lunch

Rick Patrick  
rick@greenepublishing.com 

 
If you need some last-

minute gift ideas and want to 
help a good local cause, stop by 
Pinetta Elementary School 
(PES) for their holiday yard 

sale. The yard sale began on 
Monday, Dec. 9, and will 
continue through Friday, Dec. 
13. The times for the sale are 
before school, from 7:30 a.m. 
until 8 a.m. and after school, 
from 3:15 p.m. until 4 p.m. 

There will be a wide variety 

of items on sale, including toys, 
stuffed animals, books, games, 
decorations and much more. 
Everything is priced under $20.  

Funds will go to help cover 
the cost of end-of-the-year field 
trips for the students of PES.

Yard sale at  
Pinetta Elementary School
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John Willoughby  
reporter2@greenepublishing.com 

 
As the Christmas season has arrived, so 

has the annual winter concert put on by the 
talented students of Madison Creative Arts 
Academy (MCAA). 

On Monday, Dec. 9, experience the 
musical brilliance of Madison County's youth 
at Van H. Priest Auditorium. Beginning at 
6:30 p.m., hear original pieces and 
arrangements, as well as a dash of classical 
and seasonal music to kick off the holiday 
season. Sing along to Christmas hits such as 
Feliz Navidad and get into the groove with 
Queen's "Somebody to Love."  

New this year, MCAA music director Jay 
Hicks hopes to astound the audience by 
allowing them to participate during the fun 
tune of iJingle through an app on the audience 
member's phone. The entire group of 
musicians will close the evening by 
performing their parade melody. Be sure to 
log on to your app store to download Jingle+ 
for iPhones and Sleigh Bells Ring for 
Android. 

During the performance, you will hear 
from choruses and symphonic bands, as well 
as jazz and percussion ensembles. 

Doors will open at 5:30 p.m., where 
guests will be treated to an art exhibit in the 
foyer. Twenty-four students will display their 
work and a silent auction will take place 
before the concert to benefit MCAA's art 
program. 

Entry is free to the Van H. Priest 
Auditorium for the concert. The auditorium is 
located on the campus of North Florida 
College, located at 352 NW Turner Davis Dr., 
in Madison. For more information, call 
MCAA at (850) 973-2529.

Winter Concert 
set for MCAA
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Guess who’s coming to 

Santa & Mrs. Claus
The Clauses will arrive 

Saturday, Dec. 14 - 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Bring your own camera for pictures



SILVER LARIAT

Mike Radel   
Silver Lariat Staff Writer 

 
In a joint partnership, 

Madison County High School's 
(MCHS) High School High 
Tech (HSHT), Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA), 
and Health Occupations 
Students of America (HOSA) 
clubs recently visited Florida 
A&M University (FAMU) and 
Publix in Tallahassee. The clubs 
learned about the various schools and 
colleges within the university and explored 
the food industry as a career choice.  

Additionally, the students learned about 
campus living, the first-year experience, 
and how to network. The main focus was 
on business and the medical field. FAMU 
has been consistently known for its top 
ranking for bachelor’s degree production 
and as one of the "Best Southeastern" 
colleges and universities. Over the past few 
years, the university has made notable 
changes to its campus with the addition and 
renovation of buildings designed to house 
and accommodate more students. The one 
question students wanted answered was 
about cost and affordability. The FAMU 

representatives explained that through 
scholarships and grants, attending the 
university is doable. 

 During the first week of December, the 
partnership visited Publix. The group 
learned about the careers offered by the 
company and how "stakeholders" profit 
from stock investments. The students also 
learned about each area of the store, the 
starting salary, benefits and stock options 
each employee receives. Publix now 
accepts applications online versus at the 
store kiosk. The Publix representative told 
students when applying for a job at their 
stores, it is good to list employees that are 
presently employed and can serve as a 
reference. 

HSHT, FBLA and HOSA visit 
FAMU and Publix 

Greene Publishing, Inc. and Madison County High School continue their 

adventure together.  

“The Silver Lariat” page, written by the MCHS journalism class, under the 

direction of Glyndell Presley, will be published every Wednesday in the Madison 

County Carrier.  

 The stories and photos on this page are entirely written and produced by the 

MCHS journalism class. This component features local high school news, personal 

opinion articles and teacher/class spotlights.

Silver LariatMCHS

Students tour Tallahassee Publix store. [Mike 
Radel/Courtesy]

Arriana Rosado  
Silver Lariat Staff Writer 

 
Christmas has its 

roots in religious 
tradition; however, 
nowadays the idea is 
more commercialized 
than religious. Many 
countries celebrate 
Christmas on the 25th 
of December, such as 
the USA, the 
Philippines and Puerto 
Rico. Each country 
has its own traditions. 
For example, in 
Madison County, 
traditions vary.  

 Ramona Wilkins, the front desk clerk 
at Madison County High School (MCHS), 
said her Christmas tradition generally is 
one of celebration with her family and 
loved ones. On the day after Christmas, 
she opens gifts, eats and laughs with 
family. She feels that Christmas is a 
happy time and it makes her happy.  

 "Everyday that the Lord lets me see 
is a blessed day," Wilkins said. "Without 
him, I would not be here today." 

Wilkins said she considers Christmas 
as a religious day. ". ..It has Christ in it, 
and without Christ, we all would not be 
here.'' She would rather give than receive 
because if she is blessed, then she gives. 
Wilkins said it brings her great joy to see 
people happy with their gifts, because 
"their faces light up like a Christmas 
tree." 

 According to research, every year, at 
least 160 out of 195 countries celebrate 
Christmas. Some take part in the tales of 
Santa Claus, who is imagined as a jolly 
man who brings toys and treats to good 
boys and girls around the world. Legend 
has it that Santa Claus comes once a year 
at Christmas. Children eagerly await his 
trip down the chimney with lots of gifts 
for children all over the world. The Santa 
version is one part of the Christmas 
tradition that is especially popular with 
the young.  

 Paul Rickards, a math support 

teacher at MCHS, 
celebrates Christmas 
"traditionally" by 
giving gifts to family 
and friends, listening 
to Christmas songs 
and other holiday 
music. 

He believes that 
Christmas is over-
commercialized, but 
can also be 
meaningful. For 
example, Christmas 
brings to life nativity 
scenes, evergreen 
trees, advent calendars 
and celebrating the 

day Jesus was born. 
"Christmas can be whatever you 

make of it," Rickards said. "Over the 
years it has balanced out some, but there 
is more demonstration of 
commercialism." 

Gift-giving to Rickards is like 
showing others and the people around you 
how much you care for them. He 
especially enjoys showing the people 
around him just how much they mean to 
him.  

Coleen Agner, a staffing specialist at 
MCHS, spends Christmas with her 
children and the grandparents opening 
presents, a big dinner and a trip to view 
"beautiful mountains the day after," she 
said. Christmas is one of Agner's favorite 
holidays, and she celebrates in the 
religious aspect of it being the birth of 
Jesus. 

"Christmas is way more 
commercialized," she said. "You hear way 
more about Santa Claus than you do about 
Jesus, and the idea is used for economic 
growth in stores." She participates in gift-
giving and usually purchases items 
needed, wanted and unexpected. 

Christmas traditions are different for 
every person.  Some people view the 
holiday as religious, while others point 
out its commercialism. 

Either way, people like Wilkins, 
Rickards, and Agner all agree that it is 
still a beautiful holiday.

For some, celebrating 
Christmas means  
keeping tradition 

Rashaun Alexander  
Silver Lariat Staff Writer 

 
Editor's Note: The following story was published in the November 27 edition 
of the Silver Lariat; however, an incorrect writer was credited with the story. 

Below is the story in its entirety with the correct writer's name.  
 

When it comes time to taking standardized tests, students 
say the stress of just knowing it is around the horizon is hard. 
Trying to remember all they learned throughout the year and the 
pressure of passing is enough to make a person absolutely lose 
it, students say.  

Student Leakiria Joseph said she has "feelings of tension, 
worried thoughts, and negative reactions" when her abilities are 
tested. Joseph said there is a mental block when it comes to 
knowing that she has to test.  

"Information is given, but sometimes it is often forced into a 
small amount of time," she said. "Vocabulary and essay setup is 
easily forgotten by me."  

Riley Bass and Faith Anderson, both juniors, said math is 
their issue. "Trying to remember all of the different equations is 
a problem for me." Robert Navarro said, "Remembering so 
much and trying to recollect what we just learned for the test is 
hard."  

Jacquevius Mitchell said his mental block is long term. "I 
forget something important from father back in the year and 
can't remember it." Mitchell said. 

The teachers, on the other hand, have to prepare the students 
for the upcoming tests. They work with them on mental 
readiness and teach them all the details they have to know for 
the test. Things like how to combat stress, and what steps to take 
to prepare for the test can also take a toll on a teacher.  

Susanne Griffin, the school's librarian, is also a certified 
English teacher who teaches a critical thinking class. She works 
with students in preparing them for evidence based reading and 
writing. She is cognizant of the stress that students and 
educators experience during testing.  

 "I believe there is an unbelievable amount of stress on both 
the senior test-taker and on the teacher who is desperately trying 
to get the students prepared," Griffin said. "Many senior students 
have finally come to the realization that time is running out for 
them to pass all of the requirements necessary for graduation."  

Griffin continued, "Fortunately, for some of the more mature 
students, this realization motives them to put forth maximum 
effort in completing classwork that is vital to success on the 
required tests. They work hard on in-class assignments, are well-
behaved, and have a good work ethic. Unfortunately, the 
immature students view the in-class test preparation as just 
'more work.'" 

 She said students refuse to see the connection between 
classwork and test success. 

"There is an old adage," she said, "'You can lead a horse to 
water, but you can't make him drink."  

From a teacher's standpoint, preparing students to pass a 
standardized test is "frustrating."  

"It is so very frustrating to teachers to know that students 
are capable, and yet the students seem apathetic or not willing to 
put forth the effort to achieve," Griffin said.  

Griffin offered the following advice to students who are 
concerned about whether they will pass or fail:  

"I honestly believe that 'believing you can' is more than half 
the battle of any task," she said. "In addition to academic 
preparation, I have invited many guest speakers in the critical 
thinking class to discuss motivation, goal setting and self-
confidence. It is my hope that students have gained some 
academic knowledge to help them pass their required tests, but I 
also pray that the students have learned some life skills or have 
increased their personal motivation, self-confidence, self-worth 
so that they can be successful human beings long after the tests 
have been taken. Being mentally prepared is just as important as 
being academically prepared."

Mind Games 
Standardized tests cause anxiety for some students

Christmas is one of Coleen Ag-
ner's favorite holidays. [Arriana 
Rosado/Courtesy]

Standardized tests often cause students an 
extraordinary amount of stress. Preparation and 
the waiting is what causes anxiety. [Rashaun 
Alexander /Courtesy]
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CLASSIFIEDS & LEGALS 

ACTION

APPLICATION

Newspaper bundles 
25-100 papers each 

$2 per bundle 
Greene Publishing, Inc. 

1695 S SR 53 
 

RTN  n/c

MEETINGS

FICTITIOUS NAME

Madison County Carrier • Wednesday, December 11, 2019 • 15

Positions available at 
North Florida College, 

Madison FL:  
Director of Student 

Support and Disability 
Services.  See 

www.nfcc.edu for details. 
 

11/6-12/27 ch

Become a Certified 
Nursing Assistant 

Day and Evening classes 
No GED required if age 

18. Registered Nurse 
instructor 386-362-1065 

 
12/4-12/27  pd

RENT SPECIAL 
Move in paying half of 

the security deposit and 
first months rent. Then 
have 90 days to pay the 
other half of the securi-
ty deposit. HUD vouch-
ers accepted. 2 & 3 BR 
HC & non-HC accessi-
ble apts. Call 850-973-
8582, TDD/TTY 711. 

315 SW Lawson Circle, 
Madison, FL 32340. 

Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity. “In accordance 
with federal law and 
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture policy, this 
institution is prohibited 
from discrimination on 
the basic of race, color, 

national origin, age,  
disability, religion, sex, 

and familial status. (Not 
all prohibited bases  

apply to all programs.) 
To file a complaint of  
discrimination, write 

USDA, Director, Office  
of Civil Rights, 1400  

Independence Avenue, 
SW., Washington, D.C.  

20250-9410 or call  
(800)-795-3272 (voice) 

or (202)-720-6382 
(TDD.)” “This  

institution is an equal  
opportunity provider 

and employer.”  
TDD phone number

11/6 rtn, c  

FOR RENT

Cambridge  
Manor Apartments 

Now accepting applica-
tions. Income base rent.  
1 BD starting at $446 
2 BD starting at $472 
404 SW Sumatra Ave. 

Madison, Fl. 32340 
(850) 973-3786 

“This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider 

and employer.”  
TDD 711 

 
 
 
 
 

 
11/6 rtn ch

Ware Oil & Supply  
Co., is looking for  

CDL Drivers.  
Must have Hazmat and 
Tanker Endorsement. 

(850) 584-6666 
 

11/2 - rtn, c

CDL drivers needed, 
Class B. Apply in person 

only at Scruggs  
Concrete Company  

186 SW Commerce Dr.,  
in Madison 

 
01/14-rtn, ch

FOR SALE FLORIDA - 
STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIED 

ADS FOR 
MONDAY 

12/2/2019 
THROUGH 
12/9/2019

SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT LEGALS

FOR HIRE 
Seeking full-time heavy 
equipment operator; 

Preferably with 
background in forestry and 

agriculture. 
CDL desired but not  

required; Call for details 
(850) 545-5299 

 
10/2 rtn ch

2009 Smart Car 
40k miles 

$6000 
(850) 929-2487 

 
10/18 RTN  n/c

Farm-fresh eggs for sale. 
$3 dozen/ $5 for 18 
Call (850) 869-0442 

Leave a message or send 
text message 

 
RTN  n/c

915 sq. ft. Commercial Office Building;
downtown Madison; Shelby Ave; across

from the courthouse and post office.

Call Emerald at (850) 973-4141

Ad Builder needed for 
the Monticello News and 

the Jefferson County 
Journal newspapers, in 

Monticello. The position 
includes designing and 

building the ads for both 
weekly papers and 

designing and laying-out 
the newspapers.  Must 
be able to work well 
under pressure and 

maintain a team player 
relationship with co-
workers. Experience 

and/or education in this 
field preferred.  

Experience with Quark 
Express and/or 

Photoshop a must. Apply 
in person only at the 

Monticello News 
building, located at 180 
W. Washington St., in 

Monticello or fax 
resume to (850) 997-

3774, or call (850) 997-
3568 to set up an 

interview/appointment. 
 

rtn n/c

Positions available at 
North Florida College, 

Madison FL: Staff 
Assistant (Part-time); 

Systems Support 
Specialist. See 

www.nfcc.edu for details. 
 

11/27-01/10 ch

AVIATION Grads work 
with JetBlue, United, Delta 
and others- start here with 
hands on training for FAA 
certification. Financial aid 
if qualified. Call AIM 888-

242-2649. 
 

12/11, 12/13 

 

 

 

 

- -  

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

  
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, the 
following application for permit was received on November 8, 2019: 
  
Tammra Olive, PO Box 518, Madison, FL 32341, has submitted an application to 
renew Water Use Permit number 2-079-220536-2, authorizing a maximum 
average daily use of 0.2299 million gallons of groundwater use in 1-in-10 year 
drought conditions. This project is located in Township 1S, Range 11E, Section 9 
in Madison County. 
  
Interested persons may comment upon the application or submit a written request 
for a staff report containing proposed agency action regarding the application by 
writing to the Suwannee River Water Management District, Attn: Resource 
Management, 9225 C.R. 49, Live Oak, Florida  32060. Such comments or requests 
must be received by 5:00 PM within 14 days from the date of publication of this 
notice. 
  
No further public notice will be provided regarding this application.  A copy of the 
staff report must be requested in order to remain advised of further proceedings.  
Substantially affected persons are entitled to request an administrative hearing, 
pursuant to Title 28, Florida Administrative Code, regarding the proposed agency 
action by submitting a written request after reviewing the staff report. 
 

12/11 ch

12/11, 12/18, 12/25, 1/1 ch

NOTICE 
  
There will be a Meeting of the Aucilla Area Solid Waste Administration on 
December 18, 2019 at 5:00 P.M. in the Board Room of the Aucilla Area Solid 
Waste Facility located at 1313 S.W. Greenville Hills Road Greenville, Florida. If 
you have any question please contact 850-948-4875 
 

12/11 ch

CDL BULK DRIVER 
NEEDED 

MUST HAVE MIN 
CLASS B OBTAIN 
HAZMAT/TANKER 
ENDORSEMENTS 

IF NOT HELD PRIOR 
TO EMPLOYMENT 

CONTACT AMERIGAS 
AT 850-973-2218 

APPLY ONLINE AT 
WWW.AMERIGAS.COM 

 EXCEPTIONAL 
BENEFITS (MEDICAL, 
DENTAL, VISION ETC.) 

-401K WITH 
COMPANY MATCH 

-GENEROUS BONUS 
POTENTIAL 

-PTO & HOLIDAY PAY 
-UNIFORMS 

-PAID TRAINING 
-ANNUAL 

PERFORMANCE 
REVIEWS AND 

SALARY INCREASES 
-EMPLOYEE 
DISCOUNTS 

(PROPANE & OTHER) 
 

12/11

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS NAME LAW PURSUANT TO  
SECTION 865.09, FLORIDA STATUETES 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of Gulf Coast Livestock located at 3856 Hwy 53 S, in the 
County of Madison, in the City of Madison, Florida 32340. Jammi Wilson intends 
to register the said name with the Division of Corporations of the Florida 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.  
Dated in Madison, Florida, this 9 day of December, 2019. 
 
Jammi Wilson 
 

12/11 pd

CLUES ACROSS 
 
 1. Rope used as a lasso 
 7. Lomb’s partner 
13. North African nation 
14. Rounds up cattle 
16. Densest naturally 
occurring element 
17. Home of the Brewers 
19. Atomic #44 
20. Vetches 
22. Moved earth with a 
tool 
23. Cavalry sword 
25. Supplements with 
difficulty 
26. Encouraged 
28. Speech defect 

29. Periodical (abbr.) 
30. Very cold 
31. __ Paulo, city 
33. Former OSS 
34. Approves food 
36. Cars need them 
38. Sweden’s dominant 
phone company 
40. Long lock of a 
woman’s hair 
41. North American 
natives 
43. Fly high 
44. One type is fire 
45. Nocturnal bird 
47. More than one male 
48. LOTR actor McKellen 
51. Employee stock 
ownership plan 

53. Tony-winning actress 
Daisy 
55. Tennis star Kournikova 
56. Pulitzer-winning 
composer 
58. The opposite to pro 
59. Safecrackers 
60. Denotes past 
61. Parrots 
64. One quintillion bytes 
(abbr.) 
65. Reduce the importance 
of 
67. Stiffly 
69. In a sensible way 
70. Signs 
 
CLUES DOWN 

 
 1. Capital of Zambia 
 2. Article 
 3. Country star LeAnn 
 4. Egyptian goddess 
 5. Afflict in mind or body 
 6. Showy but cheap 
 7. Belgian urban center 
 8. Short-winged diving 
seabird 
 9. Deploys 
10. Ballplayers can legally 
do it 
11. Centiliter 
12. Contrary beliefs 
13. Type of pole 
15. Distinguish oneself 
18. 8th month of the year 
(abbr.) 
21. One who monitors 
24. Petty quarreling 
26. Fiddler crabs 
27. Touch lightly 
30. American state 
32. Pro wrestler Randy 
35. Indicates spelling 
mistake 
37. Macaws 
38. Gradually narrowed 
39. Installments 
42. Female sheep 
43. Politician 
46. Servant 
47. Said to facilitate 
concentration 
49. California ballplayers 
50. Once Toledo’s tallest 
building 
52. A type of pie 
54. State of southwestern 
India 
55. Principal member of 
Norse religion 
57. Counterspy 
59. Wellness practice 
62. __-de-sac: dead end 
street 
63. Used to cook 
66. Type of hospital 
68. Direct message 
 
**Solution in 12/13/19 
paper**

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

  
BARBARA PRESTON,                                                CASE NO.: 2019-188 DR 
            Petitioner/Wife, 
  
and                                                                                          
  
JOSEPH PRESTON, 
            Respondent/Husband. 
_________________________   ____________/ 
  

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE 
(NO CHILD OR FINANCIAL SUPPORT) 

  
TO: JOSEPH PRESTON, 6108 Bianca Circle, Apt 222, Fort Worth, TX 76132 
       (Greene Publishing, Madison, Florida and Fort Worth Business Press, Texas) 
       YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for dissolution of marriage has been filed 
against you and that you are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if 
any, to it on Taibl Law, P.L. attorney for Petitioner, BARBARA PRESTON, P.O. 
Box 935, 125 NE Range Avenue, Madison, Florida 32340, on or before thirty days 
from the date of the first publication of this Notice of Action, and file the original 
with the clerk of this Court at Madison County Courthouse, 125 NW Range 
Avenue, Madison, Florida 32340 before service on Petitioner or immediately 
thereafter. If you fail to do so, a default may be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the petition. The action is asking the court to decide how the 
following real or personal property should be divided in Madison County, Florida. 
Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are available at the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review these documents upon request. 
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your current 
address. Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed to the address(es) 
on record at the clerk’s office. 
  
DATED this 25th day of November , 2019. 
  
                                                            BILLY WASHINGTON 
                                                            As Clerk of Circuit Court 
                                                                                                

   By: KEL PUTNAL 
                                                            As Deputy Clerk 
 

11/27, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18 ch
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